DECEMBER 2008 GRAMOPHONE

. CRITICS CHOICE

Christmas is a time for giving — so which of the year’s
releases would our critics wrap up and place under the tree?

Rob Cowan

Here the pairing of Scarlatti and
Barték shows them both as
skilled miniaturists whose list of

DCJ an LaZi(/l,S ingredients included wit, novelty

and visceral excitement. Pianist
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Tormis is wonderfully inventive,
and his exponents are brilliant.
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This Joe Cutler CD was a surprise,
its range and depth making him
not merely a provocative
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